RÉSUMÉ

'DÉFORESTATION EN AFRIQUE'
The book Déforestation en Afrique (Mercier 1991) outlined the basic features of African forests, available statistics pertaining to these forests, and the common uses of forest products and services, in both a local and global context. A chapter on forests in relation to development described the vicious circle linking stagnant poverty with resource degradation (specifically deforestation) in Africa. Mercier (1991) also outlined future scenarios of deforestation and identified ten African countries particularly at risk when it comes to environmental degradation coupled with a stagnant, impoverished economy.
He concluded the book with a set of broad -based policy recommendations.
Commercially the book was a disaster, in contrast to a couple of books the same author had written during the preceding decade. The first book (Mercier 1978 ) is regarded as having had healthy sales in spite of being just as difficult to read and it dealt with a more provincial topic (Mercier 1978) . -lack of support for the book meant that Mercier (1991) was unable to fully explore and research preliminary documentation on the topic particularly outlining the complexity of deforestation in Africa; -a key finding was the lack of appropriate and consistent measurement of deforestation, particularly in Africa.
Another key finding was the lack of sensitivity of decision -makers to multi -sectoral approaches to the deforestation phenomenon. Thirdly, I would ensure that the published version, using the Internet, floods the large institutions and the BINGOs with recommendations put across in such a shocking manner that reactions would be essential and would have to go on record.
Deforestation is too serious an issue to be handled by foresters alone, and it does concern all decision makers interested in the fate of Africa.
A cynic might say "20 years ago, we tried to blow the whistle on a possibly unwell patient (forests in Africa). In 2012, we now have the confirmation that the patient is very sick. Is that progress? The war against deforestation continues. The army is small and does not have adequate weaponry. Tons of cash will pour on green carbon funds and new forests/plantations will be planted and nurtured. But what about the forests for the people, forests that shrink due to land grabbing, timber traffickers, and the greed of the new Asian barons? My hopes are that twenty years later into the 21st century, more positive news can be reported…
